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Course Description:

     The goal of this program is to empower clinicians in their diagnostic and therapeutic approach to successfully manage periodontal patients.  This requires participants to self-evaluate their current skills in assessment, treatment planning and selection of appropriate instruments to accomplish patient-centered goals. 

     This first half of the program will present the indications in correct shank and working end choices.  Innovations in the latest screening and debridement instruments will be discussed for inclusion in case appropriate procedures. 

     The last segment of this session is a “hands-on” interactive workshop and practice using typodonts and selected periodontal instruments. Correct instrument sharpening and maintenance will conclude the workshop.

Program Objectives:

· Discuss the current utilization of the AAP Periodontal Classifications in treatment decisions

· Compare diagnostic instruments and innovative technology

· Recognition and application of advanced instrument designs: shank, handles and tips

· Create effective instrument set-ups for initial, active and re-care stages of periodontal therapy

· Discuss the applications and directions of local chemotherapeutics based on the evidence in patient cases.

· Compare the various sharpening techniques available and how they improve your instrumentation.
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Lil Caperila, RDH, M Ed achieved her dental hygiene certificate and associates degree from Montgomery County Community College, and bachelor’s degree in dental hygiene education from Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia. With 30 years of experience in dentistry, Lil has explored a variety of roles beginning as a certified dental assistant, clinical dental hygienist and periodontal co-therapist, faculty position as a dental hygiene educator and currently, manager and international presenter of professional continuing education for Premier Dental Products Company located in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania. Lil served in a variety of positions in the local and state dental hygiene organizations under ADHA. In 2000, Lil Caperila served as President of the Pennsylvania Dental Hygienists’ Association and was chosen as the ADHA national recipient of the SADHA – Faculty Advisor Award.
